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... the establishment of a university in Hong Kong
would appeal to the new generation of Chinese
across the border. More significantly, it would

advance British influence and “rank as an Imperial

asset” ...
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(Sir Frederick John Lugard)
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... Mr. Chamberlain called himself a “Missionary of Empire”
and bade us “think Imperially” ... We are endeavouring not
only to afford the highest educational facilities to the citizens
of Hongkong, but to hold out the hand of friendship and to
assist China to educate her sons ... | refuse to believe that men
of British race have come to be afraid of fair and honest
competition, or that we are so short-sighted as to think that
our own interests may be prejudiced by leading the way in the

development which is bound in any case to take place in China.



.... but | believe that history will record of it that it
was founded on something higher than territorial
conquest or national aggrandizement — that it was
founded on the respect and the affection of all the
races which compose it, and that its effect has been
to bring to them increased prosperity and higher

standards of life ...



.... It is no longer an age of acquisition in which we
live, but an age of development ... And if this Colony

becomes, as there is every prospect of its becoming,

the centre of educational progress in South China,
you will have achieved a nobler extension of the
principles which underlie the British Empire than any

which accompany territorial expansion ....



It is my belief that the graduates of the University ... will be
“Missionaries of Empire” in the highest sense — sent out to
spread the benefits ad blessings which practical education
confers ... My conception, then, of this scheme is that it
shall stand as a proof that the citizens of a British Colony
are not solely engrossed in the pursuit of wealth, but that
they realize the obligations which lie upon them to extend
to subject races and to neighbouring and friendly peoples
the benefits which the energy of their forefathers have
conferred upon themselves ...
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... “We desire” .... “ to avoid any system of education
which may produce antagonism to the Government of

China or “Unrest” in that country.

“It should be the special care of Hongkong University to
see that no such pernicious [revolutionary] doctrines are

encouraged or tolerated here.



... The study of the philosophic theories of the West, of
political economy, and of Western History with its
outstanding examples of the emancipation of the people
from oppressive control, are all apt to fire the immature
imagination of imaginative races, and to impel them to
conclusions destructive alike of the family influence on
which the social system is so largely based, and of all

constituted authority.



They are apt to imagine that the parliamentary and
self-governing institutions which Western nations
have evolved to suit their own conditions and
character are equally suitable for the East in which, in
all the centuries covered by History, they have never
been evolved and to which they may therefore be
considered to be probably unadapted; and in their
efforts to achieve these novel ideals they become
revolutionaries and separated in sympathy from the

bulk of their own race...
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Statement of the

Endowment fund
on March 11, 1910

fa).

STATEMENT OF THE ENDOWMENT FUND ON Mircn 11vH,

Subgeriptions receired:
Mrs. Stokes,
Vieeroy of Canton (H. L ( han(f Jun (hun
Chinese Government (Tls, 10,000),........... ..

(Chinese Residents in Weichow {per Mr. (‘hang Pat 5z),.

Per Governor of Macau. .

Punchard Lowther & Co., (£100 at ex. 1/93),
Admiral Sir Hedworth Lambton,....
[Hongkong Chinese Residents,

Chinese Residents in Clanton, ...........
Shewan, Tomes & Co., ......... s )

Hongkong & Shanghai Banking Corporation, i W
Jardine, Matheson & Co., Ltd., ... ..., e AN T .

David Sassoon & Co., Ltd.,

I5. D, 8assoon & Co,,

Chartered Bank of I]]'ll. .\n\n'\lm & ('hm\
Chater and Mody,

I5. Pabaney,..........

S.J. David & Co., |

A, M. Essabhoy, SR s
GIAN &0 7 s o mab i s aa o'

R. M. Gray,.......

ntevest to 318t Decemyber, 1908, . ... . oo e iiim e nganesnns csas esiarasnas

(thinese Regidents in Australia,

(!. Pallanjee & Co.,..... Wl
(hinese Residents in Saigon (part),.
H.E. Sir I. J. D. Lugard,

Sir Henry May, K.cone,

{'hina Association, <.L[n’)1 10)s. IH al ex. l 1 s S eT 4

N. Mody & Co.,

TR N e S

Talati, F. P., S

Hon. E. A, Hewitt, ...

D. Dorabjee,

Hon. E. Oghorne, o

Mrs. C. Roosevelt Pn])nl\rm

Theatre Performance per Chinese Committee,
= for Prince Hsun,

Less (lost of telemams,

Forwad,........

1910,

8 506464

200,000.00
13,608.39
092.764.25

3,422.00)
1,122.81
050,040

.~ 108,000.00

16,971.08
1.000.00
50,000.00
25,000.00
10,000.00
10,000.00
10,000.00
10,000.00
7.500.00
5,000.00
1,000}
250,000
100.00)
1.993.08
1,259.30
1,000,000
10,000.060
1,000.00
500.00
J74.42
500.00
300,00
200,00
250,00
250,00
250,00
1O 00
{1,852 80
1,029,890

$692,012.77
205.00

... 30691,986.77




Table 1.1 The University of Hong Kong Endowment Fund as of 31 December 1910

Category of Subscriptions

Amcunt (HK Dollar)

(A) Chinese subscriptions:

(1) Hong Kong (including theatre performances) 209,628
(2) China
(a) Peking Chinese government 13,608
(b) Canton
Governor Chang Jen-chin 200.000
Chinese residents 32.200
(c) Waichow 02,764
(d) Amoy 1,500
() Newchwang 1,344
(3) Overseas Chinese communitics
{a) Saigon 42,000
{b) Pcnang 500
(c) Australia 1,259
Sub-total of (A) 654,803
(B) Chinese & Portuguese subseriptions:
Macao 8,422
(C) Non-Chinese subscriptions:
(1) Hong Kong non-Chinese subscriptions
{a) Hongkong & Shanghai Banking Corporation 50,000
(b} Messrs, Jardine, Matheson & Company 25,000
(c) Chartered Bank of India, Australia and China 10,000
(d) Messrs. David Sassoon & Company 10,000
(e) Messrs, E. D. Sassoon & Company 10,0400
([ Messts. Chater & Maody 10,000
(g) Others 21,165
(2) Subscriptions in England
() Messss. J. Swire & Sons and allied firms 457,143
(b) Messrs, Punchard, Lowther & Company 1,123
(c) China Association 7,174
() Others 1,124
Sub-toral of (C) 602,729

Grand total: (A)+=(B)+{C)

1,265,954
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27 April 1909, Crewe wrote back to Lugard : ” | gladly
approve your proposal that the Government of
Hongkong should provide the land for the new
University .. but in view of the heavy calls upon the
Imperial Exchequer | fear that | could not with any
prospect of success invite the Lords Commissioners of

the Treasury to ask Parliament for a contribution



... “His Majesty’s Government ... would provide an
annual sum of £300 for scholarships”, but that these
awards “should be confined to British subjects of
Chinese extraction, born either in Hongkong or in the
Straits Settlements, and the holders of them should

be styled King Edward VIl Scholars.”
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... Establishing a university in Hong Kong, will only
produce unrest and anti-Western feelings, and is
therefore not conducive to the will-being of both China

and the West ....

... To listen to the men who adopt this [hostile] attitude
one encounters the statement frequently made that we
[supporters of the University scheme] are merely sowing
the field with dragon’s teeth, and the generation which
will have to reap the harvest will have no cause to bless

us ...
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The Vicsroy had noticed, said ¥r. Wu, that the

Chiness sab-Comittae appointad hy Your Excellency

H.B.)M. CoNsULATE-GEXERAL, . . ¢ e f« ) PE i
containad the names of tmo men, Kwan Sum Yin und Chen Siu
CANTON.

Pak who had the reputation of bei ctive participants in
March 12th. 1909. » el X .

the revolutionary propaganda led by Dr. Sun Yat Sen.
Fo. 4.
R ] The Viceroy fsl% qui's sure that Your Excellency was
lonfidential.

81 unawars of this fact, and he was glad that Your Excellency's
ir,

lettar had afforded him an opportunity of bringing the

Taotai Wu Kwang Yen (@ X I ), one of the Viceroy's

v ; mattar confidentially to Your Excellancy's notice.
Secrataries, Called on me yesterday, svidently by direction

, ; Mr, Wu seened disinclined %o afford me any definie
of the Viceroy, and in course of conversation mentioned

that His Excellency had read with great interest the information recarding “hese men, and having delivered

LS o = 2 4 i s
Chiness translation of Your Excellency's memorandum tre Viceroy's message Look his leave

regarding the proposed Hongkong University. Dr. Kwin Sum Yin is a British subject registered

The Viceroy was, ¥r. Wu continued, in entire sympathy in this Consilate-General under the nans of Kwan King

with the scheme and sincerely hoped that it would be a Leung, Yedical Practitioner, cf 18 Stanley Strest, Hongkong

success, His Bxcellency was particularly gratified to I have no information with regard to Yr, Chen Siu Pak,
know that Your Excellency realised the danger of students I have the honour to be,
in a University acquiring revolutionary ideas, and that 8ir,

the Hongkong University would take special care to see Yoir Rxcellancy's most obedient servant,
)

- é/d,ﬁ Zc/f—;&?)(‘

Acting Consal -General.

that no pernicious doctrines were emcouraged or tolerated

among the students.




... Chan Siu-pak was formerly a student of the College of
Medicine. | have heard that he was a revolutionary while at
College but am prepared to say that for the last few years he
has done nothing in connection with revolutionary
movements. He is very useful as a translator, and had during
several years past been assisting (gratis) in the translation of
public documents ... H[is] E[xcellency]’s memo was also
translated by him, as were the subscription regulations and

the 2 minutes of the General Committee. He has drafted many

of our letters.



He was put on [the Chinese Sub-Committee] solely for

such purposes.

Kwan Sam-yin is the senior licentiate of the College of
Medicine in the Colony. He was put on the sub-
committee in that capacity. | have known him for over
20 years, and never yet heard that he had any

connection with the revolutionaries...
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... “the promotion of Arts,
Science and Learning, the
development and formation
of the character of students
of all races, nationalities and
creeds and the maintenance
of good understanding with
the neighbouring country of
China”...

THE HONGEONG GOVERNMENT GAZETTE, MARCH 381, 1911. ~

Recitals,

HHONGIKONG,

No. 10 or 1911,

An Ordinance for the incorporation an regula-
tion of the University of Hongkong.

F. D. Lucany,

(rorvernor.

_L30th March, 1911.]

EREAS it ix desivable to establish an Univermhs
athin the Colony of Hongkong for the promotion of Arts,
Seience and Learning, the provision of higher eduen-
tion, the conlerring of degrees, the development and
formation of the character of students of all races,
nationalities and creeds, and the ninintenance of the
Add nnderstanding with the neighbouring Empire
Chini™h™=

Axp Wugnrras throongn erality and munificence
of Sir Hormusjeo Nowrojeo Mody suitable buildings
For un University ure in course of creetion upon certuin
Crown Lund in the Colony whieli His Majesty the King
has been graciously pleased to grant for that purpose,
Axp WHERrEAS numy firms and individuals of British,
Chinese and other nationalitics have generously sulb-
seribed funds for the equipment and endowment of such
University :

AND WHEREAS it is desirable to incorporate the Uni--
versity and to provide for its regulation :

Axp WHEREAS the Hongkong College of Medicine®
(ineorporated mnder Ordinance No, 2 of 1907) las ¢
agreed to become incorporated with the University of
Hongkong constituted by this Ordinahce




THE THIRD SCHEDULE,

AGREEMENT WITH THE HONGKONG
COLLEGE OI* MEDICINE,

Whereas an arrangement was come to on March 13th,.
1908, between the Court of the College of Medicine on
the one hand and the Governor on the other hand to-
gether with Mr. A, H. RexNik representing the Donor
of the University buildings, Now, Therefore, the follow-
ing agreement dated the - day of » 1911,

is hereby madein pursuance of the urrangement afore-
said between the University of Hongkong (hereinafter
called “The University ™) of the one part and the Hong-
kong College of Medicine incorporated under Ordinance
No. 2 of 1907 (hereinafter called “The College™) of
the other part whereby it is ngreed as Follows :—

L. Up to the day on which the University is declared
to be open the Hongkong College of Medicine ghall
continue to issue its diplomas, ete., under its present style
and title, and upon the said day the College shall be ‘%is-
solved and shall he merged in the University to which
all the property of the Clollege shall he transferred.

2. (¢.) The members of the Court of the College
named in the IMirst Schedule to the Ordinance shall be
life members of the Court of the University. _

(h.) All Lecturers of the Clollege at the date of this
agreement shall be offered lectureships in the Univer-
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A Anthem

written and composed for the Opening Ceremony of the Hongkong University.

Music by Denman Fuller, Tisq., ¥.1.6.0., L.2.A0

Auspicium melioris aeu.

Mareh 11th, 1912,

Finis hic operum ! Domus
Stat potens Academiz,
Unde ab occiduis recens
Ampliore fluet plagis
Mox doctrina mentu.

Fons ubl est sapientia: ?
Iit, scientia, qua lates ?
Pontus has negat in suis
Subditas lutebris, negat
Has se Terva tenere.

In! Dei reverentia

Heae scientin! (Qui malis

Abstinet, sapit. Hoe din
Munere assidue valentemn

Exercete iuventam!
Pandite ostia! Iam Deo

Gratias aghmus,  Dei

~ Semper auxilio novum

Splendeat sapientize

Lumen ex Oviente!

ANEN.
Crein CoeMeNTI.

24t Lebruory, 1012,




Translation.

Here end our labours! Strong stand the
buildings of the University, whence modern
learning soon will How from western lands in
more ample course.

W here is the fountain of wisdom 7 and how,
() science, art thou hidden? The Sea denics
that these are conccaled in his hiding-places: and
the Earth denies that she containg themn.

Lo! The fear of God—that is _science !
Whoso abstains from evil, he is wise.*  Long and

carnestly may ye train youth’s vigonr in this
duty !

Fling open the gatos! Now we give thanks
to Ged. By Ged’s grace may the new light of
wisdom ever shine out from the East !

* CF Jub xxviii, 12, 14, 20, 28,

Chinese Version.
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The first engineering graduates with professors, May 1916
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Feng iz 4 @z ¢ £ ¢ “infounding the
University a service had been rendered to all the
schools of South China and indeed of China as a

whole”
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.. The training of teachers who would go to China and

there form higher grade schools and technical

institutions, which would gradually form into

University Colleges and finally lead up to this
University ...



... The majority of the students were from local schools
— others came from Canton, Shanghai, Harbin, Japan,
India, Java, the Straits Settlements and the Federated

Malay States ...

... the majority of students who enter the University
are ill equipped in the practical use of the English
language ... This hardship affects most students during
their first year and some students during a much

longer period.
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... The University is still education, housing and feeding
six students who came here years ago as scholar sent to

the University by various Chinese Governments ....

The unpaid bill of these Chinese Government
Scholarships amounts to no less than $117,717. But the
University is now appealing to a far wider public circle in

Hongkong, while in Shanghai its reputation stands high.






... during the last 25 years educational conditions in China
had developed out of all recognition. Whereas in 1912
there were few Universities in China, in 1937 there were
no less than 47 Universities and 35 efficient and well
equipped Colleges providing higher education both on
Eastern and Western lines and the cost of University
education to students in China but a fraction of the cost

of providing similar training in Hong Kong ...
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... Taking into account the cost of books, entertainments
and clothes, probably about S1500 represents the
minimum amount which at present prices would cover the
annual expenses, including vacations, of a student who
comes to the University from overseas. Local students
could probably manage on about $1200 a year. It would
cost a Chinese student who goes abroad for higher
education $3500 a year at the very least and this sum

would not of course cover travelling expenses ...



... Hong Kong does therefore provide Chinese students with a
means of acquiring higher western education, with
something of a western atmosphere, without excessive
expenditure and without exile to the west for a long period--
-involving denationalisation and disunion from parents and
people.

It is frequently urged, when the question of attracting
students from the interior of China to Hong Kong is being
discussed, that the fees charged by Hong Kong University are
too high and that they should be reduced to about the same
level as those charged at Universities in China.



... This contention seems to overlook the very essence of the
scheme for founding a British University at Hong Kong---
namely the provision of western higher education with a
western atmosphere and western amenities, by the
recruitment of professors and lecturers of high academic
status from Great Britain, by maintaining a standard equal to
that of English Universities, and by organizing its residential
system on western lines. The cost of the education provided
in Hong Kong University is therefore bound to be much

higher than that provided by Universities in China.



By a collocation of circumstances disastrous to China the
University is given a second chance to justify its
existence ... Now, after twenty seven years those who
are responsible for the University are again given an
opportunity to assist substantially in a new

reconstruction of China.
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... the University of Hong Kong should be re-
established as soon as possible on a firm financial
basis, with staff and facilities adequate to make it
fully capable of reaching British academic standards
and becoming an effective centre for Sino-British

contact in the sphere of learning ...
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.. the incentive towards growth will come from
within the University and from the desire of the
people of Hong Kong that the University should
reflect in the realms of science and intelligence the

success of the Colony in the realms of trade and

industry ...
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... the British-inspired universities of Hong Kong and
Malaya are conspicuously important centres of
political and cultural influences. They represent
British standards of scholarship and professional
training; they are centres of exceptionally successful
race relationships; they are educating young men and
women who will play leading parts in the public life

of their communities and possibly in wider spheres ...
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... Hong Kong should certainly be a centre for the diffusion
of English ideas and for interpreting the West to China. It
should also be a centre for interpreting Chinese concepts to
England and the West, a centre where Chinese and English

thought can meet at all levels ....
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... Hong Kong now has a population of two millions,
and educational system of which a University is
almost a necessary apex, and a substantial demand
for graduates to fill the higher ranks of its public
service, the professions, and local commercials

establishments ...



... The University certainly draws its students from a wide
area, but the supply from China has almost ceased and the
University of Malaya now meets the needs of a large area
which formerly looked to Hong Kong. It is proper that the
University of Hong Kong should be cosmopolitan in its
outlook and that it should retain its tradition of being both
a British and a Chinese University: but these determine the
emphasis of its work, not its essential characteristic as a

University designed to meet the needs of the Colony.



... It is that the University of Hong Kong ought as far as
possible to be staffed by people who understand the social
background from which the students come. Some
lecturers would be Chinese or other permanent residents.
Some would be ‘foreigners’ who have studied the
environment and understand it, while those who are
appointed from abroad ought to be prepared, as we
believe the present expatriate staff are, to learn to
understand their students not only as individuals but also

as products of the local environment ...



There ought to be a closer relation between public
opinion and the University. A constant barrage of
advice and criticism would not help it, but in a
population of which half consists of recent
Immigrants, but it is desirable to develop it, as has
been done in Malaya in recent years. The more
contacts there are between the staff and the local

population the better for both.
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Bernard Mellor ¥+ 45 &} By 1954 Hong Kong’s
population had exceeded the two million mark ...
With the wealthier of the refugees from the coastal
ports, principally Shanghai, had come capital and
energy and experienced skills in search of local
outlets in light industry --- in the manufacture of
cotton cloth, footwear, kitchenware, paints, building
materials, packaged foodstuffs and drinks, plastic

products of every sort ...



... and a widening range of made-up clothing. Hong
Kong offered all the advantages of a free port and an
open currency exchange market supported by a
rapidly growing maturity in the banking services. The
demand was rising for graduates to man the upper
reaches of the public services, commerce, and the
professions. The University was becoming a local

necessity as never before ...



... The essential elements in the future
development of the University would be designed
to meet the needs of Hong Kong itself, and no

longer with direct regard to those of its neighbour.
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Even with the limited funds available for scholarships
and bursaries for our undergraduates, more than 1in 4
of them was receiving some financial help of that kind
last year. Enquiries suggest that the number of
students who are not receiving any such help, or are
receiving substantially less that they need, and who are
therefore undertaking many hours of paid work in

addition to their courses at the University, ...



... has been steadily increasing in each of the last
three years. As the number of secondary school
places in the Colony increases, the proportion of
students from poorer homes who qualify for
admission to the University is likely also to increase,
and an increasing proportion of those who do well
enough to be accepted will naturally come from this

group ...



When we know how large a proportion of our students
spend substantial periods every day in various forms of paid
work to supplement family incomes, to talk, as | fear | have
often done myself, of the importance of free time for the
exchange of ideas, of wide reading, of athletic and social
activities, to say nothing of the advantages of residence, is a
hollow mockery. Our students, | make bold to say, have
deserved will of this community and | earnestly hope that it
will not be long before there is a large increase in the funds
available for bursaries and for student loans, repayable after

graduation.
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